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Healthy soils are thriving with 
life. They contain an incredible 

diversity of microscopic bacteria, 
fungi, viruses and other 

organisms such as nematodes. A 
single handful of soil can contain 

tens of thousands of different 
species (Group of Nematodes – 

CSIRO).  
Soils Feature starts page 10.

A smaller 
approach 
to ‘big data’

Soils 
Feature…

The 
disjointed 
united

IN
SI

D
E

Print Post Approved  Publication No. PP100008014

AUGUST–SEPTEMBER 2018
Volume 22, No.4  $7.70

Contents…
 4 Editorial
 6  ACFA commentary – Estimates suffer under drought and frost 

affected cane
 8 A smaller approach to ‘big data’
Soils Feature…  
  10  Masterclasses in soil health and soil biology for the sugar 

industry
  12  To restore our soils feed the microbes
  14  Digging deeper: The surprising sociology of soil management
  16  Remediating China’s polluted soils
 17  Marketing:  

Crowdfunding for launch of community owned ethical food 
business

 19 Lower sugar chocolate may not impress enjoyment-led consumers
 20  Modern Machinery Matters:  

Good things come in small packages 
Patriot owners offered flexibility of technology upgrade

 22 News & New Products
 23  Classic Tractor Tales: 

The disjointed united
 25 District Reports
 29  Fishing:  

On Prados and Jaycos and south of the border fishos

www.australiansugarcane.com.au

Eight page Next Gen Farmer 
Issue 33 in the centre of this 

magazine.
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